Lady Bird 
Seeks Strength 


By Marie Smith 

WITH A HEAVY HEART 
and her eyes brimming with 
tears Lady Bird Johnson, a 
• 51-year-old petite, trim bru- 
nette with a Texas drawl, 
became the Nation’s 32d 
First Lady. 

She stood at her hus- 
band's side in the crowded/., 
compartment of the huge Air 
v Force Jet No. 1, at Dallas’s 
Love Field and heard . him 
repeat the presidential oath 
. of office. 

He turned and kissed her 
on' the forehead a/ter the 
final words of the oath — a 
kiss that bespoke without 
words his appreciation for 
her standing by as a full 
partner during his more 
than a quarter of a century 
in politics. 

She smiled faintly at him, 
and then characteristic of 
her thoughtful nature, the 
new First Lady, who was 
christened Claudia Alta Tay- 
lor, thought not of the task 
ahead of her, but of the sor- 
row of the woman standing 
with them whom she suc- 
ceeds in the White House. 

Mrs. Johnson stepped for- 
ward and. clasped the hand 
of former First Lady Jacque- 
line Kennedy who had only 
two hours earlier seen her 
husband slain by an assas- 
sin’s bullet. "The whole na- 
tion mourns your husband," 
Mrs. Johnson said softly. 

THE NEW ..FIRST LADY 
accompanied her husband to 
the White House via heli- 
copter from Andrews Air 
Force Base but she didn’t 
linger there. She went di- 


rectly to ' their home, "The 
Elms" at 4040 52nd st. nw., 
from which they will be mov- 
ing soon to the White House. 

From there Mrs. Johnson 
issued a statement to 're- 
porters waiting at the 
guarded gate. Elizabeth 
Carpenter, executive assist- 
ant to the Vice President, 

• came out red-eyed and said 
"Mrs. Johnson has this to • 
say: ‘It seems like a dread- 
ful. nightmare. Somehow 
we must find the length 
to go on.” 

Mrs. Johnson had been in 
the* car behind President 
Kennedy at the time of the 
fatal shot, and at the .hos- 
pital "tried to comfort Mrs. 
Kennedy as best she could,” 
Mrs. Carpenter said. In re- 
ferring to the new Presi- 
dent, Mrs. Carpenter con- 
tinued to call him "the 
Vice President.” 

At home to welcome her 
mother was Lucy Baines, 
the Johnson’s 16-year*old 
daughter who had been 
picked up at National Ca- 
thedral School shortly aft- 
er news of the shooting by 
Willie Day Taylor, a relative 
of Mrs. Johnson’s who 
works in the Vice Presi- 
dent’s office. 

Lucy Baines, who usually 

* drives her own white Lin- 
coln to school, was driven 
home by a Secret Service 
man and had three class- 
mates with her. 

- Lynda Bird, the Johnsons’ 
older daughter, is a sopho- 
more at the University of 
Texas. 


Lady Bird Never 
Aspired to Job 


LADY BIRD takes on a 
job to which she never per- 
sonally aspired. 

When she saw her hus- 
band lose to John F. Ken- 
nedy’.’ the man he succeeds 
in the White House, she 
said that "as a wife and a 
, mother and a human being 
I knew a large feeling of 
relief.” 

While hie was the Vice 
Presidential candidate, she 
had pitched in wholeheart- 
edly and criss-crossed the 
country making speeches in 
behalf of the Kennedy-John- 
son ticket. She prepared her- 
self for the job by taking 
public speaking lessons and 
studying Spanish at her 
home several mornings a 

u/ogk, 

Her past performance, 
all her friends are certain, 
leaves no doubt that she will 
succeed in the job ahead, 
just as she measured' up 
fully to her duties as a gra- 
cious hostess and wife of the v 
globe-girdling Vice Presi- 
dent, and during the 23 
years she was the wife of an 
up-and-coming member of 
Congress. 

Mrs. Johnson, who will be 
52. on December 22, was 
bom In Kamack, Texas, a 
town of about 100. She was 
christened Claudia Alta 
Taylor but a nursemaid ex- 


claimed "Why, she’s pretty • 
as a lady bird,” and the- 
nickname has stuck. 

Her father, Thomas Jef- 
ferson Taylor, who died in 
1960, ran two country stores 
and several cotton gins. 

Her mother died when she 
was 5, and left her an inher- 
itance she used in 1943 to 
buy a small radio station, ! 
KTBC, in Austin, Texas. She 
still manages that business 
which has flourished under 
her guidance to include a 
television station and other 
outlets. 

Her first career choice Was 
journalism. After graduating 
from high school at 15, she 
attended an Episcopal school 
for girls in Dallas and the 
University of Texas where 
she received two degrees, 
a bachelor of arts with ma- 
jor in history, and a bache- 
lor of journalism. 

One day in 1934 she was 
Introduced to. Lyndon B. 
Johnson, then secretary to 
Rep. Richard- M. Kleberg 
(D-Texas). He made a break- 
fast date, gave her a Dun 
, and Bradstreet type account 
of his - background and pro- 
posed. Mrs. Johnson would 
not commit herself, but after 
two months of steady tele- 
phone, calls from Washing- 
ton she accepted. 


